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Okavy, let's get Nosey about

With the West Midlands mayoral election less
than five months away, our columnist MIKE
OLLEY watches Labour candidate Richard
Parker's campaign video

HO exactly is Richard

Parker? Well, he’s a

former top dog at

renowned accounting

firm PwC who, after
taking early retirement, got involved
in politics with the Labour Party.

Deploying his business brain and
skills, he has run the Labour Finance
and Industry Group - a much-
respected business section within the
Labour Party - for some time now.

He is also the man who has put his
name in the ring to be Labour’s can-
didate for West Midlands mayor in
May 2024.

Richard launched his campaign
video last week on X. In the 1970s, a
campaign launch would sometimes
involve a scantily-clad young lady
bursting out of a large cake. But

Richard was comprehensively at the
other end of that launch spectrum.

He has produced what I can only
describe as a low-key, understated,
supremely honest video. No dra-
matic music, flashing lights or dia-
mond smiles. Just simplistic, decent
and authentic content.

It depicts him as a candidate driv-
ing and walking around the West
Midlands making pleasant and
largely imaginative political com-
mentary about our region.

He mentions he has only ever
worked in - and has a life commit-
ment to - the West Midlands.

Engagingly, he hasn’t lost much of
his youthfully gained Bristolian
accent, and very reassuring it is too.

Almost in a matter-of-fact man-
ner, he mentions bringing into pub-

Richard Parker

lic ownership the buses. Wow! That
is a biggie, and I suspect a massively
popular move. Given Birmingham
City Council has recently bought a
range of the latest hydrogen-pow-
ered double-deckers to give to bus
companies, you could ask why not?

Candidate Richard also mentions
in passing that he isn’t really a politi-
cian, but a businessman. A really
clever soundbite? Judge for yourself.
Take a look at his @RichParkerLab X
page.

We are going to hear a lot about
him over the coming months.

B LOVE him or... well, 'm not sure
anyone could actually loathe ClIr
Paul Tilsley CBE (Lib Dem, Shel-
don). Yet you can't ignore him, least-
ways you'd be foolish to do so.

Paul has been on the city council
since the 1960s and is wise beyond
his years. Hence my ears pricked up
at last week’s full council when he
raised the matter of the actual debt
level of ‘bankrupt’ Birmingham.

He made a typically strident
speech, punctuated with readily
graspable commonsense points,
essentially driving his viewpoint that
the city council’s debt isn’t £760 mil-
lion, but only £300 million.

But how could Paul be so right
and all those clever professionals
employed by the council so mathe-
matically wrong?

Perhaps before we address that
question, we need to ask why these
same clever professionals didn’t see
the writing on the wall and raise the
alarm before it was too late.

Well, who knows? But I do know
Paul ain’t been around the time he
has without learning a thing or two.

Richard

Parker

B COULD Olley have got it wrong?
Last week, I mentioned that top Tory
MP Andrew Mitchell’s ultra-safe
Sutton Coldfield seat was in danger
of a Labour takeover.

I quoted evidence from the Elec-
toral Calculus, a renowned predictor
of elections whose statistics sug-
gested it was going to be a close-run
thing with Labour in the lead and
hardworking CllIr Rob Pocock (Lab,
Sutton Vesey) in with a shout,
assuming he’s the Labour candidate.

Since then, Labour has published
its ‘non-battleground’ list of parlia-
mentary seats - otherwise known as
seats they don't think they can win.

And guess what? Andrew Mitch-
ell’s Sutton Coldfield seat is on it.

Has the Electoral Calculus got it
wrong? Are the Labour Party predic-
tions correct, that they are doomed
in the Royal Town?

Time will tell, but all these author-
itative contradictions will make for a
fascinating general election.

H Mike Olley served on Birmingham
City Council from 1991 to 2005,
when he was made an Alderman.

INTERCLASS IN HEALTHCARE: CELEBRATING 75 YEARS
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